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The Effectiveness of Rhythm-making in Music and English CLIL

Lessons: A Case Study in a Mongolian Primary School

Miho Imoto?, Nami Sakamoto?
(*Okayama University of Science, 2 Doshisha University)

This study examined the effectiveness of rhythm-making in a music and English CLIL lesson based on
the practice in a music class at a Mongolian primary school. In the process of rhythm-making in pairs using
animal names in English, a diversity of approaches was observed in how musical elements and English
pronunciation were interconnected. Some students focused on rhythmic structure, creating rhythms while
developing a sense of beat, whereas others explored layering English word pronunciation and intonation as
sound dynamics. Regarding English learning, students were observed incorporating English stress into the
beats through rhythm-making, which helped them acquire appropriate English stress patterns without
influence from their native language’s stress characteristics. This process involved exploring ‘English-like
pronunciation’ and integrating them with rhythmic beats. These findings suggest that rhythm-making
activities emphasizing the integration of sounds and voices in music and English CLIL classes can foster an
organic interaction between music learning and English learning content, thereby deepening students’
overall learning experience.

Keywords: CLIL, Music education, English education, Mongolia, Creative activity, English stress
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